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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

I am happy to share the “HOPE” a handbook of practices for ecologically sustainable agriculture developed
by Climate Adaptive Agriculture and Food Sovereignty (CAA&ES) team. Some of the key elements to the
success in the field of agriculture is the effective implementation, use of relevant information, replication of
farmers learning and exchange of knowledge and experiences over the years in various programs, keeping the
smallholder at the center.

This handbook is a product of series of field trials, action research and smallholder led consultations in
coordination with various stakeholders like researchers, academicians, local extension functionaties and the
smallholders. The content of this handbook has been drafted in simple local Hindi language and using more
pictures for the benefit of the smallholders to understand easily. It has 17 types of good agriculture practices
based on the smallholdet's learning to make their small farms more tresilient to climate change.

I believe, the practices included in this handbook will be more useful for the team and also draw the attention
of various stakeholders as a training manual at the community level. I appreciate the efforts of the CAA&ES

desk and Mr Pradipta Kishor Chand in bringing out this handbook for the benefit of smallholders.

All the best!

Fr. (Dr.)"Paul| Moonjely
Executive Director, Caritas India



ASST. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

This handbook is a compilation of different agro-ecological practices developed by Climate Adaptive
Agriculture and Food Sovereignty (CAA&FES) desk based on the farmers leaning and I hope this publication
will be useful to the practitioners, producers, agricultural extension workers, and other professionals and help
to promote sustainable agricultural development practices.

With the present scenatio of agriculture practices, consumers are increasingly concerned about food safety,
how food is being produced, and how it is handled. They are increasingly required to use production
methods that reduce the impact of agricultural practices on the environment, to reduce use of
agrochemicals, and to make efficient use of natural resources (land, water, and available farm resources)
while safeguarding and conserving farm ecology.

The handbook titled "HOPE' represents the localised solutions for smallholders seeking to address their
agriculture challenges related to production. This can also be an appropriate guidebook for the program
based staffs specially the community mobilizers to learn and make smallholders adopt these low cost agro-
ecological practices and make their small farms more resilient to cope up with the climate shocks.

[ Jablpton

Fr. (Dr.) Jolly Puthenpura
Asst. Executive Director, Caritas India
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